ISSUE #5

QUR FTM GET-TOGETHERS

Although attendance at Geti-Together #6 was
down, probably due to its being heid on Fathers’
Day, those wha were there seemed to weicome the
smaller, more intimate gathering. Sterling and his
bride Gloria made us very comfortable in their
beautiful home and everyone had a chance to talk
and laugh. We all gathered in the cosy bedroom to
watch Second Serve on the VCR, starring Vanessa
Redgrave as Dr. Richard Raskin, aka Renee
Richards, in without a doubt the best female-to-male
performance on film. (Someone remarked that, on
the contrary, Second Serve is the story of a male-to-
female; but Redgrave also played the male role of
Dr. Raskin in the film, and did so with such artistry
that some refused to believe it was reaily her.)

Later we discussed plans for a future program or
panel of wives and girlfriends of FTM’s and hope to
present this panel at our Get-Together to be held
next January. So far, five partners of FTM’s have
agreed to participate on the panel.

Get-Together #7 will again be held at the Chez
Mollet Restaurant in San Francisco. The date is
Sunday, October 2, 1988, beginning at 3:30 p.m.
At 4 p.m. on the VCR, the August 23rd Larry King
Live TV talk show will be shown, featuring Steve
Roczey, a female-to-male from Washington, D.C.,
and Dr. David Gilbert, innovative sex reassignment
surgeon from the Center for Gender Reassignmentin
Norfolk, Virginia. Also available at this Get-Together
will be free copies of the July 25th Los Angeles
Times article on female-to-male transsexualism.

For more information on our Get-Togethers,

contact Lou at IEMEEHaight St. Il San Francisco
casat17, I

DR. FOERSTER'S PHALLOPLASTY
by Nicholas C.

Dr. Foerster's technique is done in three stages.
Stages one and three are done under general
anesthesia in Dr. Foerster's office. There's no
hospitalization involved. Recuperation is done either
in a hotel room if you have someone whao can come
with you and care for you, or at the home of a woman
who takes care aof Or. Foerster's out-of-town patients
for $100 a day. | stayed with the waman during the
initial critical days of each procedure and then moved
to a hotel.

In the first stage he takes skin below the navel and
forms a tube with the skin's surface forming the
inside of the tube. The sKin is still attached at poth
ends to the boay so it tooks basically like a suitcase
nandle. He takes a skin graft from the thigh and
wraps it around the tube. Some people experience
pain after this procegure, primarily in the area wnere
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the graft was taken, but | didn't. At this time he also
converts the labia majora into the scrotum.

I had to stay in Oklahoma City a little longer than
most because a sizeable portion of the skin graft
faited to take. After about two weeks | went home to
continue convalescing. | tried taking 100 mg. of zinc
a day and my body suddenly started 1o heal rapidly.
The skin filled in where the graft didn't take but to
date (4 months after stage one) it still looks taintly
different from the rest of the skin on the shait.

I1t's advisable to have a slight potbelly for his
surgery as that heips him create a thicker penis. It's
also preferable to have this surgery done before
having the hysterectomy as the scar can cause
complications and it also becomes part of the head of
the penis if it extends into the area just below the
navel. If you want the hysterectomy done first, then
the incision should definitely be made vertically and
not come within two or even three inches of the
navel.

Stage two is done three months later. This is a
minor procedure done in his office under local
anesthesia. It's difficuit to describe this procedure
but basically he does a delay, cutting an outline of
the triangle beiow the navel which will become the
head of the penis. It's practically painless and | only
had to spend one night in Oklahoma City.

Stage three was done two weeks later and |
required less than a week of recuperation befare
being allowed to go home. In this stage the top part
of the suitcase handie, or pedicle, is released and the
head of the penis is formed. In stage three he also
impiants the testicular prostheses. The whole thing
is very natural looking but | imagine the scars will
always be somewhat visibie. The two drawbacks to
his procedure are that he doesn't do the urinary
hook-up so urination is not through the penis, and he
doesn't do the microsurgery, which means there's no
sensation in the penis. My pants fit the way they
should though and that's a real high. The other
procedures can be done by others at a later date.

Contact Dr. David Foerster at 3137 N.W. Express-
way, Oklahoma City OK 73112.

TV/TS CONVENTION IN APRIL

The International Foundation for Genaer Egucation
(IFGE), a predominantly male-to-female group nead-
quartered in Massachusetts, will hold its 1989
convention April 4-9 at the San Franciscan Hotel in
San Francisco. Organizers at ETVC, which is hosting
1ne convention, have expressed inieresi in a8 female-
to-male program segment. If you'd like to contribute
or participate, contact Taraat ETVC, P. G. Sox 6486.
San Francisco CA 94101,
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