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BROWNSTEIN BRINGS 'EM OUT

Our December '87 Cet-—
Together was the most successful
yet! Sixteen FTM's and 5 friends
gathered to hear Dr. Michael
Brownstein speak on female-to-
male surgery. Applause burst out
when Dr. Brownstein was thanked
for being an exception to the
rule of the rushed and too-husy,
noncommunicative surgeon, He
commented that it is not right
that surgecns don't discuss their
services with their patients,
"because surgeons can go honme at
night, and not have to lay in bed
wondering what's happening."
His usual open and charming self,
Dr. Brownstein described  his
techniques for mastectomy and
genitoplasty to a very atteantive
audience and answered numerous
questions., Copies of The Harry
Benjamin International Gender
Dysphoria Assn.'s "Standards of
Care" were made available,.

Get-Together #5 will be held
Sunday, March 27, 1988 and will
feature an "0ld Timers Panel,"
giving us a chance to hear and
learn from FTM's who made their
changes long ago and live to tell
it. In addition, copies of Harry
Benjamin's The Transsexual

Phenomenon will be given away in
a drawing.

Have any ideas for a future
Get-To'gether program? Should we
invite an endocrinologist? a
minister? a panel of girlfriends/
wives? Let us know: contact

Lou at MMM Haight St. B San

Francisco 94117; _

MARCH 1988

VERA - A Film Review

Brazil, 1987. In Portuguese,
with English subtitles.,

Ana Nogueira won the Best
Actress Award at the 1987 Berlin
Film Festival for her role as
Vera Bauer, and this film was
lauded as "one of the most
intriguing portraits of gender
construction yet seen on the
screen.”" But Vera seemed more
like "One Month in the Life of a
Female Thinking of Changing Her
Sex." Too much time was spent on
videos of rocket ships blasting
off (maybe phallic symbols?) and
on Bauer's irrelevant orphanage
experiences, where she was not
even considered "butch."

But, for showing "one
month," the film was not far off-
base: Vera is a portrait of a
female-to-male. Revealing scenes
show Bauer demanding to be called
by her last name and confiding to
her guardian her plans to go to
America, "where it is possible"
to change from female-to-male.
Protected by boxer shorts and a
not-very-effeective binder, Bauer
refuses to undress during love-










IF YOU HAVE...

...an interest in working on the
FTM Newsletter

...one free evening or afternoon
per month to meet in a small
group and work on the Newsletter
...or almost no free time, but
have a juicy idea for the
Newsletter

Contact Kevin at m,
or write us at P.O. oX 897,
San Francisco CA 94110-0897!
WVho knows? It could be fun!

FTM MUSIC VIDEO?

Have you seen the video of the
song "Don't Tell Me The Time" by
Martha Davis on MIV or vyour
favorite music video program?
Davis dresses in her boyfriend's
clothes in private and caresses
herself, but the camera shows her
hand moving over a male body.
Very interesting....

HARRY BENJAMIN
"STANDARDS OF CARE"

Copies of the "Standards of Care”
written by the Harry Benjamin
International Gender Dysphoria
Association were made available
at our last Get-Together. These
stendards of care are followed by
all rveputable professionals in
cariwg for transsexuals. Be sure
you have a copy so that you know
what is expected of you, and what
to expect from them. Tf you did
not get a copy last time, copies
will also be available at our
next Get-Together.

STUDY NEEDS FTM's

Why, you ask, are FTM's always in
the minority, or entirely 1left
out, of research on transsexuals?
Here's our chance to participate.
A study of transsexuals, their
experiences and characteristics,
needs more FTM input. You will
be asked to complete a 1lengthy
anonymous questionnaire & retura
it no later than April 30. If
you can commit to returning the
questionnaire, contact: S. Ruben,
Dept. of Human Development and
Family Life, Univ. of Kansas,
Lawrence KS 66045; 913-864~4950.

HELP A BROTHER!

Andy 1is 1looking for doctors in
Sacramento or No. Calif. If you
can help, please take a minute
to contact him at P.0. Box 1937,
Redway CA 95560;






