
EXC·LUSIVE 

By Ron Mount 

ONCE he was the terror of the parade ~ 
grounds. When tall, burly Regimental ·. 
Sergeant-Major Leon a rd Brown 
barked an order, raw recruits the 
other side of the barrack square 
nearly jumped out of their size nine 
boots. 

But time has passed and things have 
changed. Those same recruits should see 
their much-feared RSM now. 

The manly chest, once the pride of 
every parade, is now a curvaceous bosom. 
The mirror-like boots are now high-heeled 
piJmps. 

The immaculate Sam Browne belt has 
been replaced by a bra and girdle. And 
the rasping voice that once spread terror 
iS now a gentle contralto. 

For in one of the most bizarre sex· 
changes ever, RSM Brown has become a 
woman. 

Unique 
He is now known officially-even by the 

Army pensioh authorities-as Miss Linda 
Broderick. 

Two days 8JO the former RSM was In· 

He had applied to magistrates at 
Southend, Essex, .for variation of an order 
to pay maintenance to his 55-year-old wife, 

· Mrs Freda Brown. 
He was named on the summons and the 

court list as Miss Linda Broderick, the 
name he has adopted by deed poll, and 
addressed In a letter from the Deputy 
Clerk to the Justices as "Dear Madam." 

ab':ei-:t...:::~nd .'his ""~j)pn'.1°lu3i\118~a':' '31::: 
missed. 
_ Twenty minutes later he arrived in tus 

tiny 600cc Honda car wearing a blue two
piece suit, blue flow@r@d blouse, white 

-"om&ia15 ioid-hfm~ th8-;es~lt ;,- -.t;-cllse 
as Mrs ~~own h_urried from the ccort with 
h!"' sohc1tor without speaking to .. Mi·ss 
Linda." 

'-;ati:r, at his tiny two-room Hat in 
Ch1s"'!1ck Park, London, the ex·RSM told 
me hrs strange story. 

Dilemma 



After retiring w 
Army pension in 1 
ex·RSM spent some 
doing various men'a 

He was a bus 
amblanoeman, f i P , 
security guard and wara• 
house manager. 

"All that trme, In fact al 
my life, I felt I would lie 

!Je.r. living as a woma"9• 
Linda safd. " Finally, ln PRIENDL Y 
July, 1972, I had the gut.-
to do it." . . AN anytMdy calling at 

. The ex-soldier bought -Nf"•~t rid-painted door 
himself a new wardrobe. W ttl OM ·Wor.d, Linda, 
Then he walke.d rn the Ut'l&I' •r. Is sure of a 
strHt for the first time frlaftlllt; walOtme 
wearing a frock and all the . .::: 1 1,_ ' t 
other female attire. U • .,..,. a grea 

" It was a great moment • It 'the local, the 
for me," said Linda. " I .... iike Of lu!lltx.L..!'_here s_he 
felt liberated and have :!.. a f-ntll~ 111111r.e wrth ... r &I ,. y wig and 
never been happier In my fa 1 ti t a t women's 
life. I would rather com• cloth9l, 
mlt suicide than change "l'v -~ h 1 
back again. ·~~"- app .er 

" My wife and I had been -;-•nll •f r ••1tr my lrfo 
separated for years and I m , lea Aelt IOmebody 
she has our home near else 1• 
Southend. 1-~~P.!lllll•!lll!ll!!f 

" I moved into a Hat and 
took my first job as a 
woman-a petrol . pump 
attendant. 

" They were so pleased 
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