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..This letter struck a chord with me, and it wasn't a
very pleasant sound in my head. I do understand
where you are coming from, and I am sorry that you
had a bad experience at our first attempi at a social
event. I have to adinit, I wasn't very comfortable in
that environmnent, either. I'm not saving that as an
excuse for iy own behavior, but I felt so nervous and
shy mvself that when someone produced a football I
rushed to hide on the playing field, spending most of
the event throwing the ball around to avoid talking to
people I didn't know or who looked familiar to me bt
whaose narmes 1 felt embarrassed to admit [ conldn’t
remember. In my own selfish insecurity, I abandoned
my woinan companion at the picnic table; and she
was furious with me later for not introducing her to
the people she didn't know. [ apologized profusely to
her, and I'm apologizing to you now. I hope that
you'll give me and FTM another chance.

Many of us are shy and introspective, and perhaps
becanse of our gender issues we are not likely to
develop ourselves as social directors. We are not
professional organizers or trained counselors. We
are simply a bunch of people struggling with deep
internalized issues who have come together to meet
others who may share some of our concerns and to
obtain infonnation. And when there -were just a
dozen or so of us it was easier --less intimidating-- to
establish a rapport. Now the group is growing at a
Pphenomenal rate, new people are showing up all the
time, and I'in not sure how to handle it other than to
inake myself available to talk and answer questions
and pass along inforination. Your letter (and my
companion’s fury) tell me that I have soine personal
work to do. I hope iny admission will make it easier
Jor others 1o do the same, and I hope we can all
remember that “welcoming” is part of our
responsibility as mmembers of a group. If we all take
that step to reach out to each other --even if we take it
a little bit at a time-- it helps us all to grow.

Jamnes

Dear FTM members,

I am an English F to M, who changed over 16
years ago and am now 35. [ am doing postgraduate
research into the law and transsexuals. I am very
keen to contact groups (both F to M and M to F
groups) and individuals in the States.

I am particularly keen to hear from contacts in
other states apart from California, who would be
willing to fill in a short questionnaire about the law in
their State.

This is I feel a very important piece of work for
English ransscxuals. At present the law in England

is still in the dark ages as far as TSs are concerned.
We can't marry, get our birth certificates changed,
would be sent to a prison of our original gender
designation even after surgery, and are still open to all
sorts of abuse.

If you feel you can help me pleasecontact me. I
will of course pay expenses. I am also hoping to visit
the States at some time during my research \yqu, sol
would hope to have the opportumty to visit some
contacts then.

Thanks a lot,
Stephen Whittle
Upper Brook Street
ictoria Park
Manchester M13 OEP
United Kingdom

It's always a pleasure to hear from mnen in other
countries. If anyone can help Stephen out, I hope you
will write to himn. Stephen, I wonder whether you are
familiar with the work of Sr. Mary Elizabeth? She
has published a booklet "Legal Aspects of
Transsexualisin” which is an excellent swmmary of
issies and case law in the States. [ believe the 1990
edition includes the seciion on Identity and
Identification which summarizes the policies of most
of the States with respect to changing birth
certificates. It is available for $§10.00 (U.S.) from
IFGE, P.O. Box 367, Wayland, MA 01778. Or,
contact the aiuthor directly (I'm pretty certain)
through J2CP Information Services, P.O. Box 184,
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92693-0184. J2CP cffers
an information package which contains considerably
more than just the "Legal Aspects” booklet, at a
higher charge of course. Write them for specifics.
Their services are also available "On-Line"” (for
computer-philes) from 2 p.m. to 10 a.un. PST daily.
Phone TerraNet at 714/248-2836. Conmunication
protocol: 2400, 8N1. I haven't tried this vet, bt 1
understand that confidential registration is reguired.
You showld also see the "Call to a National
Conference on Transgender Law" elsewhere in this
issue. 1 wish vou all the best in your efforts to
mnodernize and humanize British law.

James

September 3, 1991
Dear James,

Remember ocur phone conversation before the
Lesbian and Gay Freedom Day Parade? You asked
how many FTM pampllets to send for ETVC's booth,
and I said, "six.”

“Only six?” you replied.
"Yeah. We didat get that many iuquirics last
year. Six should be enough.”

You told me you'd send a dozen, but actually
sent 235.
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