
to the traditions of his anceston who laid with Miss Ada Rehan as Portia. During 
down inviolable rules providing that each the performance the Chinese actor sat 

He Is the he is :~:fdinbesp1ft!1~/~W the obstacles t! said: and when the curtain fell 
__________ with which custom has surrounded him. "I walk as in a dream. Here ia the 

dives into the basement China tr! \~•!!Jh• in the reak Better t~! 
G . + , l town building and finds himself in a big For three hundred years my people have

realest 0/ the barren room. in which the only seats are been •cicn before me. but I am a bum-
---------- tier upon tier from the platform rising~i~J~.~ of the Brethren of the Pear Or-

which the performances are given. Every In these phrases. 10 Oriental in their 
Chinese Actors d~~~l~~. ~:rnill!t ~ihtr!io~r; f:te~! extravagance. the son of the Ea1t bowed

---------- slouch
spectarors allg~e:r~: ~~e~i\t\i~~ 

Fon ChongMai, 

at the Chinese dainties that are sold by 
the u::::; ~:jnf, filled the overflow of 

spectatorsu~!~sef ves about the e:~:i 
hiding the orchestra that plays strang
and guttural although not entirely un• 
pleasant accompaniment to the perform• 

---------- ance from the back of the stage. 
In China the..e plays last for months

te Higlzest Pricedof has assumed the right to Chong Mai
cuts. his month-long plays to fit into a, 
week

All Chinese There is no curtain in this unique play­
house. There is no scenery or ether ac-

---------- fh!5~~{s!
0

b!f~!!n the real bridging

~~ 
Fon Chong Mai relies wholly npon his Delineafors, May power as an actor to make his auditors 
forget the realities and live with him the 
life he is portraying. That he is success
ful there can be no doubt. Come toto One glance at the strange audience is

---------- pictur as t~0";a~!t i;.h~hfl!
1
Ye;ee: the

American stranger who has drifted into 

~~
• Philadelphia !r'!iet;e::::ati~~s~fa!~rt~s~to: lhe ':~~~ 

---------- of the players are nothing more than gib

and follow the co of t~:n~i:1n~; 
drama from act to act. comprehending 
nearly all that is done by the performers. 

Fon Chong Mai has the power to do 

T HERE is a very enthusiashc ru- this, and so Fon Chong Mai is a great 

mo! now going the rounds in f:~o~r Beerbohm ~~:~ when
Chinatown in this Cl!Y that Fon piece of red paper attached to a post is
Chong Mai, who 1s a.cknowl- the only indication that one act bas ended 

edged to be the greatest of all Chinese and that ten years have elapsed! By
actors, ia soon" to come to Philadelphia v;:alking twice around the stage could they 
and rake in a few American dollars from give the 1mpress1on of having taken a. 
those who like to see queer stage scenes n~·:n succeed in creating an illusion
Whether rumor has any foundations perfectly bare boards. without scenery, 
In fact Is not. known. for the Chinese footlights or curtain? And think of the 
residents of th1S as well as other c1t1es braln a man must have to be able to 
are always close-mouthed about anything memorize not one but fifty of these 
and everything pertaining to their race. month-long pieces, and Fon Chong Mai's
But if Fon Chong does come he will give repertoire contains _more. than half a hun• 
Philadelphians a chance to see some of dred of these class_1c Chinese dramas. 
the funniest scenes ever produced on a L;i.k_e all great Chinese actors Fon Chong
stage Just now this man who is the Mai is a female impersonator and if he 
highest priced Chinese _actor in the_ world many go of gorgeous ~;1::r0~

1~!1i:: 
York has there been something ~~Jhhi: father . ~!: !,_~e; 
a fad for members of the swell set to tors for many generations have been great
include in their repertoire a little slum• actors. These gorwns are marvels of Ori-

the Chinese theater where Fon Chong ins every ~:::,u~~::N;s~x:g:ii3enr~ti~ 
holds forth in all his oriental splendor. solid gold and silver. Several of them 
And these Americans could do worse, for are worth more than $1500 each. 

Fon Chong is presented centuries old play until came ~iv~:;r:i. '"wt~~ 
hundreds of years ago

111!1 t~:iinhi~al?;~f:!te'ii!1:min~ta~f~P~a! 
that is where Fon Chong Mai proves him- accepted and Fon Chong Mai witnessed a. 
self a great actor. He adheres stnctly presentation of the "Merchant of Venice"

before the dau~ter of the West and one 
great actor paid his tribute of homage to 
another._ 




